
Correspondence
THE PROTEAN ASPECTS OF SYPHILIS

Boston, June 5, 1913.
3fr. Editor: Those physicians who are interested in

the subject of syphilis and its many vagaries are oc-
casionally accused by their professional brethren of
viewing all patients through roseola-tinted glasses.

The following case, reported. by Browning and
McKenzie, (The Diagnosis and Treatment of Syphilis,
1912), serves to show the importance of an open mind
on this subject. "The patient, a young man of 23 was
seen in June, 1910. with enlarged glands on the right
side of the neck, the enlargement having been present
intermittently since childhood. One of the glands was
removed. The histological appearances excluded any
malignant tumor, but were not characteristic of tu-
berculosis. By October, 1910, the glandular enlarge-
ment had increased greatly and extended down to the
clavicle. There was no ulcération of the mass,
although the overlying skin was reddened : the pa-
tient had an elevated temperature 102-103 F. and suf-
fered from dyspnea. In November, tracheotomy had
to be performed to relieve the dyspnea ; tissue was at
the same removed from the neck ; it was mainly case-
ous, with a small area of granulation tissue. The
appearances did not suggest tuberculosis and no tu-
bercle bacilli were found. The patient's condition be-
came worse, especially the dyspnea ; a fluctuating
swelling had by this time developed in the region of
the left sterno-clavicular joint. The prognosis of an
early fatal issue was made. On December 10 a posi-
tive Wassermann reaction was obtained. Potassium
iodide was then prescribed up to 4 grams daily. Very
rapid improvement in the general condition, dyspnea,
etc., occurred. By Jan. 14, 1911, the glandular en-
largement and the sterno-clavicular swelling had
almost disappeared."

Very truly yours,
Wm. Pearce Coues, M.D.

EXAMINATION OF CANDIDATES FOR
ASSISTANT SURGEON

United States Public Health Sebvice.

Boards of commissioned medical officers will be con-
vened to meet at the Bureau of Public Health Service,
3 B Street, SE., Washington, D. C, and at the Marine
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Hospitals at Boston, Mass. ; Chicago, 111. ; New Or-
leans, La. ; and San Francisco, Cal., on Monday. July
7, 1913, and Monday, August 4, 1913, at 10 o'clock
a. m., for the purpose of examining candidates for
admission to the grade of assistant surgeon in the
Public Health Service, when applications for exam-
ination at these stations are received in the Bureau.

Candidates must be between 23 and 32 years of age,
graduates of a reputable medical college, and must
furnish testimonials from two responsible persons as
to their professional and moral character. Service as
internes in hospital for the insane or experience in the
detection of mental diseases will be considered and
credit given in the examination. Candidates must
have had one year's hospital experience or two years'
professional work.

Candidates must be not less than 5 feet, 4 inches,
nor more than 6 feet, 2 inches, in height.

The following is the usual order of the examina-
tions : 1. Physical ; 2. Oral ; 3. Written ; 4. Clinical.

In addition to the physical examination, candidates
are required to certify that they believe themselves
free from any ailment which would disqualify them
for service in any climate and will serve wherever as-
signed to duty.

The examiniations are chiefly in writing, and begin
with a short autobiography of the candidate. The
remainder of the written exercises consits of exam-
ination in the various branches of medicine, surgery,
and hygiene.

The oral examination includes subjects of prelim-
inary education, history, literature, and natural sci-
ences.

The clinical examination is conducted at a hospital.
Successful candidates will be numbered according to

their attainments on examination, and will be com-
missioned in the same order. They will receive early
appointments.

After four years' service, assistant surgeons are en-
titled to examination for promotion to the grade of
passed assistant surgeon.

Assistant surgeons receive $2000, passed assistant
surgeons $2400, surgeons $3000, senior surgeons $3500,
and assistant surgeon generals $4000 a year. When
quarters are not provided, commutation at the rate of
$30, $40, and $50 a month, according to the grade, is
allowed.

All grades receive longevity pay, 10 per cent, in ad-
dition to the regular salary for every five years' ser-

'

vice up to 40 per cent, after twenty years' service.
The tenure of office is permanent. Officers traveling

under orders are allowed actual expenses.
The examination usually covers a period of about

10 days.
For further information, or for invitation to appear

before the board of examiners, address "Surgeon Gen-
eral, Public Health Service, Washington, D. C."

Conference on Woek of Psychopathic Hospital.

On Tuesday, June 24th, a conference on the work of
the first year of the Psychopathic Department of the
Boston State Hospital was held in the assembly room

of the Hospital. Remarks were made by Dr. Walter
Channing, Chairman of the Board of Trustees ; Judge
Harvey H. Baker of the Juvenile Court; Dr. John
G. Blake, Trustee of the Gardner State Colony, and
the members of the staff. Many subjects of much
practical interest were discussed by the twelve speak-
ers demonstrating the admirable activity of the Hos-
pital during its first year of service to the commu-

nity. Dr. E. E. Southard, Director, outlined future
work to be undertaken. It is not to be questioned that

this institution has entered upon a career of definite
and far reaching usefulness.
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RECENT DEATHS

Dr. H. E. Snow, of Belmar. Monmouth County, N-
J., who was graduated from Rush Medical College,
Chicago, in 1887, died on June 12. He formerly prac-
tised in San Francisco.

Db. James P. McEvot, a retired physician of New
York, where he was in the health department service
for ten years, died at his home in Stamford, Conn.,
on June 8. He was a graduate of the University of
Toronto, and afterwards studied laryngology in Vi-
enna.

Dr. John Nutting Parrar, who died last week in
New York City, was born at Pepperell, Mass., in 1839.
He studied medicine and dentistry, and practised the
latter profession in New York for many years. He
was the author of several papers on "Irregularities of
the Teeth."

Dr. Homan G. Howe, who died on June 13 at
Stamford, Conn., was born in Jericho, Vt, on Sept. 3,
1850. He received the degree of M.D. in 1875 from
the University of Vermont. He settled at Hartford,
Conn., where he later became president of the Hart-
ford Hospital and chairman of its executive board.
He was a member of the American Medical Associa-
tion, the Connecticut Medical Society, and the Hart-
ford Medical Society. He is survived by Mrs. Howe
and by two sons.

Db. Richard Fletcher Van Heusen of New York
died on June 15, at the age of 46 years. He was a
native of Albany, N. Y., and was graduated from
the Albany Medical College in 1895. He spent
several years in the West, on account of ill health,
and during this time practised in California, Wash-
ington and Montana.

Dr. Daniel J. Scully, formerly of Brooklyn, N. Y.,
died suddenly from pneumonia at his home in Colo-
rado Springs on June 15. He was a native of Brook-
lyn, 38 years old, and a graduate of the College of
Fhysicians and Surgeons, New York.

APPOINTMENT

Dr. William Palmer Lucas, of Boston, has been
appointed professor of pediatrics at the University of
California Medical School, and chief physician of the
pédiatrie department in the new University Hospital
at San Francisco.

RESIGNATION

De. William N. Bullard has resigned as Neurolo-
gist of the Children's Hospital, Boston.
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